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Rebels  
With A Cause

The heart of every rebel burns with a desire for change, and that’s 
what’s fuelling these homegrown creatives who are breaking the rules 

to make way for the freedom of self-expression — no holds barred.  

Words Pameyla Cambe
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HenndRAWn
What started out as a hobby turned into 
a full-time business for Ng See Min, 
the girl behind Henndrawn. With her 
beautiful (and temporary) Jagua ink 
tattoos, she is single-handedly breaking 
long-held taboos to build a newfound 
love for body art within our society.

What gave you the courage to 
pursue an unconventional career 
path as a university graduate?
The fear of not being fundamentally 
happy with what I was doing and not 
having the freedom to do what I liked 
really outweighed any doubts I could 
have casted on this career path. I was 
also very lucky that Henndrawn started 
to peak even before I graduated, so upon 
graduation I already had the assurance 
I needed about it. You can say the path 
chose me instead of the other way round! 

What is your favourite thing 
about what you do? 
Apart from being able to work as and 
when I want alongside my four cats, 
I really cherish the genuine human 
connections I form with my clients. I 
have met so many incredible human 
beings along the way and I’m so lucky 
to call a lot of my clients my friends.

What do you hope to achieve 
with your tattoo art?
I really do hope that one day, Henndrawn 
can help eradicate the stigma of 
tattoos, especially in Singapore where 
the taboo is still largely present yet 
unspoken. I wish to really help people 
see the beauty and art of tattoos. 

Do you see tattoos as an extension of 
style, like jewellery and accessories?
Yes, they so are! It’s like how some people 
connect with a certain pair of shoes 
because it aligns with their personal 
style at that moment. The difference is 
that tattoos have the beautiful ability 
to tell rich stories that contributes to 
one’s sense of identity and style. 

How would you describe 
your personal style? 
I think I have a quirky style. I’m not 
too sure how to describe it because 
I’m a fickle air sign but I gravitate 
towards bold prints, rainbow 
colours, and peculiar motifs.

Do you have any tattoos yourself? 
I do not have any tattoos because my 
mum doesn’t allow me to, but my dream 
tattoo is a half sleeve realism Poseidon. 
I do believe I will get it one day! ph
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ATTAGIRL!
On a mission to diversify the local creative industries, co-founders and DJs DuriO and A/K/A Sounds started ATTAGIRL!, a 
music, arts and event collective that casts creative female talents in the spotlight. Now in its 5th year, the all-girl crew has proven 
to be an unstoppable force, having carved itself a space in the otherwise male-dominated underground clubbing scene.

DuriO
What is the best thing about being 
a part of an all-girl collective? 
We are blessed to be able to work and 
collaborate with many creative girls 
(and boys) since we started five years 
ago. We have also developed a good 
friendship amongst ourselves and gained 
support from each other by seeing 
things coming together in joint effort.

Are there any misconceptions about 
female DJs that you’ve encountered?
I think by now, people are recognising the 
fact that female DJs are not just out to look 
sexy behind the decks and plays a specific 
kind of music. Having a certain signature 
sound is definitely what sets everyone 
apart, and looking cute is just a bonus.

What is one change you hope to see 
in Singapore’s nightlife scene?
That people would be more open-minded 
and accepting when it comes to music. 

Style-wise, what are five items that 
you find yourself wearing all the time?
My stainless steel rings and cuff 
accessories; statement lipsticks; mesh 
or netted crop tops; sneakers, and 
perfume that I’ve mixed with over 10 
different scents. It’s important to smell 
good and different from everyone else. 

Your DJ moniker is taken from 
the Chemical Brothers lyrics, “do 
it again”, which you misheard as 
“durian”. Were there any other 
names that you had considered?
I have considered using my Chinese last 
name twice, “Ling Ling”. It sounds like 
“Ring Ring” which is pretty catchy and 
it’s a stereotypical Chinese name for a 
girl. Maybe I would consider using it if I 
ever start a new project. However, I did a 
mix for Juice Malaysia back in 2016 and 
named it “Ling Ling Techno Vibin”. 

photo by Beatriz Moreno
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A/K/A Sounds
What can we expect from 
ATTAGIRL! parties that we 
won’t find at other parties? 
A curated lineup of female talent, quality 
music, friendly people and a safe space for 
all. Our parties may be small but we pride 
ourselves on promoting underground 
and underrated genres of music, art 
and make it accessible to everyone.

Name one thing that you think 
female DJs do better. 
Good DJs are good no matter the sex, 
but if there’s anything we could be 
better at, I observed that most women 
naturally give more support and are 
more nurturing towards one another.

You were previously a part of the 
punk/riot grrrl band, No Pantz. 
What drives your rebellious spirit? 
I’ve always loved punk, ska, alternative 
and riot grrl music. As a teen, it built a 
foundation that shaped my political views 
today and my attitude towards feminism.

What is one thing you would change 
about Singapore’s music industry? 
Unfortunately for very niche music it’s 
been a struggle, and if I could improve 
that it would be to encourage more venues 
to be more open-minded towards their 
music policy. If I can help it, I’d push for 
more government funding towards the 
promotion of underground music events.

What are some of your 
favourite fashion brands? 
I’m a sucker for fast fashion (sorry), so 
brands like H&M are where I get cheap 
staples. I’m pretty easy with my clothing 
and my wardrobe mostly contains a lot 
of record label and band tees, basics 
and thrifted/vintage wear from all over. 
Shoes are so important to me though and 
I have a large collection. My favourites 
are Vans, Nike, Adidas, Melissa shoes, 
New Balance, Doc Martens and T.U.K.
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YouTHs In BALACLAvA 
If you’ve dropped by Dover Street 
Market recently, chances are you’ve 
seen Ryan O’Toole Collett’s photobook, 
“Youths in Balaclava”, which captures 
the eponymous anarchic youth collective 
in their element. Banding together out 
of a mutual desire to advocate change 
amongst Singaporean youth and 
challenge the high pressures they face, 
the 17-member-strong clan expresses 
themselves through thought-provoking 
creations in music, art and fashion.

What message or purpose is 
Youths in Balaclava founded on?
Our ethos has always been the unity of 
youth via self-expression. Who are you? 
Who are we? Do you dare find out?

You guys have released collections 
titled “TRAITORS 2 $OCIETY” 
and “STIGMA”. What drew you 
to focus on these themes? 
“T2$” and “STIGMA” are both coming-
of-age stories. The former was a more 
visceral and anarchic take on growing 
up and realizing the flaws of the system 
you were born in, while the latter was a 
more tortured and poetic look at growing 
up and realizing the flaws of yourself.

Across the group, how is Youth in 
Balaclava’s philosophy reflected 
in each of your individual styles?
Everyone’s perspective might be 
different from one another, we all 
express it in our way. We do not have 
a rule on how to dress and we respect 
each other’s ways of expression. 

Speaking of style, what change 
would you hope to see in the 
local fashion scene?
Less sheep. More reverends. 

What brands or designers would you 
like to collaborate with in future?
The 3 C’s: Converse, Crocs and 
Commes des Garçons.

sneak peek of “YIB TApE 1” 
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CAvALIeR
Streetwear for kids? Enter Cavalier, 
the fashion label started by couple 
Angela Chong and Perry Lam. Their 
unconventional children’s wear designs 
have found fans in little rebels and their 
parents alike — and not least of them is 
pop royalty offspring, Blue Ivy Carter. 

What inspired you to start Cavalier? 
A: I’ve always appreciated how fashion 
gives us freedom of expression and can 
be the catalyst for infinite alter-egos 
every day. We wanted kids to really have 
fun with apparel from a young age and 
for them to develop an unapologetic 
attitude towards fashion that will 
hopefully transcend into adulthood.

Streetwear is quite androgynous. 
By creating streetwear for kids, is 
it a goal of Cavalier’s to break the 
stereotypical view of how a child 
should dress based on their gender?
A: You read our minds, gender is not 
a category on our online store. In 
our humble opinion, gender and size 
labels are such a fashion faux pas. 
We’ve all seen Marc Jacobs rocking 
kilts and who cares about fitting into 
a size 2 when your boyfriend’s 32” 
jeans can feel and look oh so hot? 
Unfortunately, society has a long 
way to go in altering this mindset 
but let’s start making baby steps.

In what ways do you hope that 
Cavalier changes people’s 
perception of kidswear?
A: Before we started making adult sizes, 
petite women starting wearing our kids 
sizes. When we made adult sizes, we got 
men wearing our dresses as tops. It’s 
things like these that make our world 
go round because CAVALIER exists 
to ignite your infinite imagination. We 
want people to look at all apparel just as 
what it is, a medium for you to express 
your style in any which way you fancy.

Do your personal styles influence 
your brand’s designs in any 
way? How would each of you 
describe your own style?
A: Our personal style is deeply 
intertwined with CAVALIER because 
we design with the philosophy that 
each piece that makes it to the racks is 

something that we would rock ourselves. 
I’m shameless with what I wear and I’m 
not afraid to make mistakes. I love classic 
silhouettes but at the same time, I’m 
very drawn to surrealist concepts which 
birthed our infamous Pasche Dress.

P: I grew up in the grunge era 
and I’ve always felt like a part of 
it has always stayed with me. 

If you could choose, how would each 
of you have dressed up as a kid?
A: I wouldn’t have done it any other 
way. Thankfully, I have stylish parents 
who dressed me in classic Mickey 
sweaters (the ones that everyone has 
to have these days) with those foldover 
lace-trimmed socks and black patent 
Mary-Janes. Mum even handmade 
a white tulle flower girl toga dress 
that you would look at now and never 
guess that it was made in the ’80s. 

P: ’80s sportswear for the win!
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